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respectable antiquity in this State, as it is more or less contemporaneous with the origin and history of the Royal House itself. Though the early State archives are silent as to the details and methods of celebration in the pre-Padmnabha-puram era, there is enough reliable information from the period when Padmanabhapuram became the capital of the State. For, there is a shrine in the old Padmanabhapuram Palace which is dedicated to Goddess Sarasvati. This portion of the Palace building is called Tevarakkettu (or building for worship) in front of which there is a beautiful and magnificent Hall which even today is the admiration of architects and sculptors. It is called the Navaratri Manta-pam. It is a magnificent stone-structure which even to-day stands as the invulnerable specimen of the handiwork of the age-old Travancorean craftsman whose sense of modesty and love of work were so honourably absorbing that he has deliberately omitted his name being imprinted on it. The majestic pillars, tall and stately, which support the roof are unexampled specimens of the stone-mason's art, not found anywhere else in the State. These pillars contain the figures of4gods and goddesses of the Hindu mythology depicted on a style and design which till this day have not had their counterpart attempted by any one. The exquisite carvings are a marvel in delicacy of touch and finish. As is usual with all forms of stone architecture whether in temples or other buildings, the top portion which contains the best and the finest carving is the very palace of his art and it would appear that the most resourceful portion of his brain is reflected in these carvings. At one end of the Mantapa is the small temple dedicated to Sarasvati, Struck with the artistic beauty and excellence of the image of Sarasvati and moved by a desire to revivify and restore the old art of the mason's hand Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi D. Litt, ordered a replica of this idol to be made in wood and it is placed there